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; y quarters and Gen. Westmoreland are "
.| - the explosion they were sure would come i referred to as COMUSMACY which .

first tn}l_:tz Ifomer turned his- aggressive i! stands for Commander U.S. Military As- )
> : Personality loose on the j i .1 sistance Command, Vietnam. -
, civilian and military missions here greet- .- € Imperious f'our',

star general. - : . L
ed with an almost unanimous groan of .°; g » Noting the blizzard of paperwork that .
| dismay and anger the news that Robert . The Brass Likes Him, Too - .comes from Komer's office, however,.

By RAYMOND R, COFFEY } Instantly the Komer critics waited for

Chicago Dally News Service o
SAIGON — Six months ago the U.S. ..

' i ietnam, - ;i : headquarters wags have taken. to calling ;
- W. Komer vas c‘ommg oflt fo Vielna A The explosi , ... | .the nplace, instead of COMUSMACY,
A fresh battalion of Viet Cong could Xplosion never came. Top mili- - KOMERSMACYV. S
not have got a much colder reception:-!| Iy men in Westmoreland’s headquar- . . . v
than Komer, a native of Chicago, Har-: || lers are now among those who praise Komer himself is very much aware
| -vard graduate and longtime al Ig. :f Most highly the job Konier is doing. | of the reputation that preceded him.
O - telligence Agen ialiSt%r “He has donc more to ‘spark up: our He almost seems to delight in the fact.
. N ﬂ#’m‘ﬁﬁm White  House - || staff mectlings than anyone,” says one! that he was something of a legend befo e -
+ | as President Johnson's special assistant- general. “He’s got'us thinking.” " | he got herej _ A
i |’ on pacification in Vietnam. - “The guy ‘doesn’t sit on his ‘duff anq fj., But he also takes satisfaction that he.
i Komer, the word went, was abrasive, work a five-day week like most of these /| 15 winning his critics over. He said, for -
- | [ snarling, superficial, a.monster. to work - civilians,” says a colonel. “He generates : e€xample, that he found not a single. one!
-+ for who more than deserved his nickname more ideas than anyone in this head- r*l of the resignations threatened upon his.

quarters.” arrival had been carried out. “There arf:‘:

" . o i 1li ¢ »:
, e was 5" | oublewE him “repman £01%8 o b 1| Gl o e £ Tiving thetn.
Worst of all, they said, he was a direct line to the White House ancrilgal?-. orders, he says, but adds he thinks T-'

- as the “Blowtorch,” and a sQamele’ss
namece-dropper.

wildly unrealistic opfimist who had no that,” says - has W i th ‘th winni

1ag , ys_another general, © 1s : haswon over all those worth winning.
F:?an@Hqﬁg of the problems in Viet- § worked out fine o g‘ eral. “But it s | o
' “People like him better these days,"3 j=~Westmoreland Is ‘Westy' ]
Says a top civilian official, “Once you ;

h

As if to prove his critics right, Komer .
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arrived at the Saigon airport wearing get over his su \ . . . . Ib
. et : d . super-adrenalin approa - His relationship with Westmoreland |
a pair of_losc tinted sunglasses. .} and his more obvious traits, sl:.%h 22 % 7 (always “Westy” to name-dropper Kome*):
He still wears the gl.asses. And no name-dropping, you see there’s more {0 ris excellent, he says. 3

one 1s cver likely to mistake him for- the guy than that. He's really bright. | p he still pleads “guilty” to the-
& Dale Carnegie graduate. ' fnedsgi}fq}f?" u?_ the pacification program ; fcha\rp:.;'es ag'fs bcinsu anpopti;is{éullm{ that he:

. ‘ it functioning,” o it . - g

! ile Makes 'Bchevcrs’.of Them None of this means that Komer has .g;ss not think he is excessively wndlei :

"1 hit ti q i p
But things have changed. Komer today | ways ;3,,,51,3,2{'0‘;;.‘ trail and changed his

‘has converted a lot of his ecritics, some
of whom were threatening to resign
rather than work for him. -

.. 'f"Sﬁxrc, I'l\;;z got adbetter app'rleciatiqn‘
“He still can't restraj : _ . ..of the problems an _the obstacles now
casionally from Slicksir:.;mhi?lmozilf i:tco" than I had 10,000 miles away in Wash-

* * alot of other people, . ;

As a result; he says, he thinks uns
k mistak:{‘l;le progress is being made in the .
" e

Iso, in the Arhy‘s wa "o'f ling
cverything: by - initiais; they U.S. cie::lg-'
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| the command of Gen. William ¢, West-
| moreland, he appointed Komer—who
holds the rank of ambassador—as West- |
B:oreland’s deputy for pacification., . - )

. ] | the (military) strategic discussions,” says - ington,” he says.
‘ é nol\i'ewli]ﬁisx'lglqzrec’ogzgdem?iloenepg(r)\pfdn?irﬁ one officer. “And he's still too’ damn But, he says, as a longtime professional |~
ST ; - v oons A optimistic.” analyst of situations for the CIA, he
. r -able job of getting the pacification pro- Ko s o b 1." e s
o gram moving—and moving on a recogniz- him _;ncrs energetic ways have also made =~ 0¢ ’CI’CS he lfnows better than mostj
able and coordinated course. : head gax?taesly target for the wags aroundj ' Pecople how to read the signs here. . i
i Komer, 45, came from Washington as Atq 5. . . Also, he says, with the view he getls
| part of the new U.S. Embassy team Oue ‘:."e point he began what he called” ' from participating in both the embassy
{] headed by Ambassador Ellsworth Bunk- mLSf: ‘O'}\I.;I.'““O“ to get pacification ' and military operations and with his
~ " || er. S mors g'r ltlt?,l‘y men, sensitive to Ko- - ’L Washington background, he has a fuller,
D {I' When Bunker swilched pacification | Take_0v§r‘f“ ation,  called  jt _Operjatan_. - more rounded picture of Vietnam than
o
f

from civilian control and put it under \A

N R L e N .2 are grinding them (the Viet_,‘

- = VIT, 1€ 8Says. - v ) {
01 RUGO2083 26206003 a8vays the opti-
. Mist—he . thinks, the- progress- will . be-




